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Should schools teach history of gay rights in America?
By Maureen Downey, Jan 8, 2020, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

California led effort to include LGBTQ history in its schools. Other states have followed but not Georgia.
Should students know what led to the Stonewall Uprising of 1969? Should they recognize the name of ex nun
Jean O'Leary who became a gay rights activist and co-founded National Coming Out Day?

Four states think so, and have enacted laws calling for schools to include LGBTQ movements and leaders in
their history and social science classes. Georgia is not one of them.

The latest state is Illinois where the governor signed House Bill 246 in August. The Illinois law states that in
"the teaching of history of the United States shall include a study of the roles and contributions of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender people in the history of this country and this state."

In a statement following passage, the bill sponsor, state Rep. Anna Moeller, D-Elgin, said, “This legislation will
ensure that our schools are providing a more comprehensive and accurate teaching of history and creates a
more welcoming, tolerant, and safe environment for all of our students in Illinois. It also affirms the dignity and
contributions of LGBTQ individuals and the movements that have shaped the world we live in today.”

A reader asked me whether I thought Georgia would ever consider such a law.

Not any time soon.

In fact, I think it’s more likely we would see a Georgia lawmaker attempt to follow Alabama’s example and ban
mention of homosexuality in schools. I don’t think such a law would pass, but I do think it would be proposed
as a way to make clear Georgia was not ready to highlight LGBTQ history in its classrooms.

Alabama is among six states that have passed what is sometimes called “no promo homo” laws. The other
states are Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, South Carolina, and Texas.

According to the Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network:

Laws prohibiting the "promotion of homosexuality" are local or state education laws that expressly forbid
teachers of health/sexuality education from discussing lesbian, gay, or bisexual (LGB) people or topics in a
positive light – if at all. Some laws even require that teachers actively portray LGB people in a negative or
inaccurate way.

Not only do these laws prevent LGBTQ young people from learning critical information about their health, but
they also serve to further stigmatize LGBTQ students by providing K-12 students false, misleading, or
incomplete information about LGBTQ people.

According to GLSEN, the Alabama law applies to sexual health education where classes “must emphasize, in
a factual manner and from a public health perspective, that homosexuality is not a lifestyle acceptable to the
general public and that homosexual conduct is a criminal offense under the laws of the state.”



In South Carolina, health education “may not include a discussion of alternate sexual lifestyles from
heterosexual relationships including, but not limited to, homosexual relationships except in the context of
instruction concerning sexually transmitted diseases.”

But there is a move away from such laws, according to GLSEN:

For example, North Carolina, Arizona, Utah, and several other states repealed existing "no promo homo"
provisions in the process of revising their larger sexual health education laws. At the district level, the
Anoka-Hennepin school district in Minnesota revised their Sexual Orientation Curriculum Policy, a similar law
that applied to all school curriculum, after being sued by several students who claimed the school did little to
address rampant bullying and harassment based on sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender
expression. Nationally, repealing these laws is politically popular, especially as current trends push sexual
education in the direction of mandating factually and scientifically accurate content around HIV and AIDS.

New Jersey and Colorado also passed laws last year calling for the inclusion of LGBTQ people and other
marginalized groups in education standards.

Under the New Jersey law, schools must teach about the political, economic and social contributions of gay
and transgender people, as well as those with disabiities.

The Colorado bill requires students to learn the "the history, culture, and social contributions of American
Indians, Latinos, African Americans, and Asian Americans, the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
individuals within these minority groups, the contributions and persecution of religious minorities, and the
intersectionality of significant social and cultural features within these communities.”

The governor who signed the Colorado bill into law could become part of the state's new history lessons. When
he took office a year ago, Jared Polis was the first openly gay man elected governor in American history. Gov.
Kate Brown of Oregon is the first openly bisexual governor in the United States, (His sexual orientation was
never an issue in the campaign with Polis telling The New York times there were more anti-Semitic attacks
because he's also Colorado's first Jewish governor.)

In 2011, California became the first state to legally require the representation of LGBTQ people in the state's
history and social sciences curriculum. But it took six years for the California State Board of Education to
approve K-8 textbooks that do so.

Kids aren't learning LGBTQ history. The Equality Act might change that.
By Elinor Aspegren, USA TODAY, March 8, 2021

The Equality Act, which would prohibit  discrimination on the basis of sex, sexual orientation and gender
identity, is moving to the Senate after being passed by the House of Representatives – and it could affect
what's taught in classrooms. The Equality Act would enable protections within education, particularly on how
teachers implement LGBTQ-inclusive curriculum.

"It signals to educators who are not part of our community that they, too, can hopefully implement language,
representation and curriculum that is LGBTQ inclusive," Sophia Arredondo, director of Education and Youth
Programs at the LGBTQ+ education advocacy group GLSEN, told USA TODAY.



LGBTQ-inclusive curriculum is lacking in many classrooms. Nationally, 19.4% of respondents to GLSEN's 2019
National School Climate Survey said they had been taught positive representations of LGBTQ+ people, history
or events in their schools.

LGBTQ protections:Equality Act passes in House but faces uncertain future in Senate

In California, where the first U.S. law mandating LGBTQ-inclusive curriculum (the FAIR Education Act) was
passed nearly 10 years ago, 31% of students reported being taught this history in 2019.

When it was passed, advocates hoped the bill would lead to equitable and complete learning about the
contributions and accomplishments of LGBT people throughout history and into the present. But the FAIR
Education Act was roadblocked in California for years. Less than 20% of teachers integrate LGBTQ history in
the state, said Erik Adamian, associate director of education for the ONE Archives Foundation.”There's not this
base to build knowledge on,” he said.

The ONE Archives Foundation is the host of the largest repository of LGBTQ+ resources in the world, housed
at the University of Southern California. The oldest LGBTQ+ rights organization in the nation, it works with
teachers across the country to introduce LGBTQ+-inclusive content into the classroom.

“LGBTQ+ history is American history and world history. And it's time that our education system approaches it
as such by making the space and providing the resources needed for teaching the next generation a more
inclusive and just version of history,” Adamian said. “But you know, I would also imagine that's the reason why
there's resistance in it.”

Up until the late 2000s, most LGBTQ+-inclusive teaching was pushed aside or hidden from students – if it
wasn’t actively discouraged by states. Five states – Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma and Texas –
have laws that forbid teachers from discussing LGBTQ+ topics in a positive light. In contrast, five states –
California, Colorado, Illinois, New Jersey and Oregon, as well as some counties in Maryland and Virginia –
have laws that mandate LGBTQ-inclusive curriculum.

Some laws require that teachers portray LGBTQ topics in a negative light.  LGBTQ-inclusive books are hard to
find.So these groups started sending them to schools. Even in states where restrictive laws don’t exist, some
teachers don’t feel comfortable teaching these topics because of lack of support on the micro level – within
their school districts, from their principal or from the parents. If there was pushback from one of these levels,
there could be actual repercussions, said Shannon Snapp, professor of psychology at California State
University-Monterey Bay.

The Equality Act could change that. It would safeguard job protections for LGBTQ teachers and could
empower other educators to teach inclusively without fear of being fired, Arredondo said.

LGBTQ students without the support of inclusive curriculum are more likely to face harassment and bullying at
school. Research shows having LGBTQ storylines in the classroom affects all students positively, not just
those who think they may be LGBTQ.

Students in schools with LGBTQ-inclusive curriculum are 82% more likely to report that their classmates
accept LGBTQ people than students in schools without LGBTQ-inclusive curriculums, according to the GLSEN
National School Climate Survey.



Jaiden Blancaflor, a California high school senior, vividly remembers the impacts to learning about the
Stonewall riots as a part of his freshman advanced placement U.S. history class. “There are so many figures
like Duke Ellington's collaborators and Marsha P. Johnson that so many people overlook,” he said. His
teachers “always made sure to include if [historical figures] identified as something because it's important that
we have historical figures that we can relate to.” Blancaflor said inclusive education in schools benefits the
general population. "Especially since it's history, you can't really just disregard parts of it," said Blancaflor, who
serves on GLSEN's National Student Council.

A survey from the Trevor Project, a national group focused on suicide prevention among LGBTQ young
people, shows that positive school environments make the biggest difference in kids' lives, compared with
other environments such as home, community and work.

Sam Long, a high school science teacher from Colorado, told USA TODAY students are more interested in his
classes when he talks about the diverse gender, sex and sexuality presented in nature. Students who aren't
taught that way "either check out mentally or check out physically and don't attend class," he said. "My concern
for science students who don't have a teacher and a curriculum that is gender-inclusive is that we're missing
out on a lot of opportunities to support and to validate our students," he said. "We could give them the one
reason that they need to continue going to school."

In GLSEN's 2019 survey, about a third of LGBTQ+ students who considered dropping out of school said it was
related to a hostile climate created by school policies and practices. LGBTQ+ students who feel safe and
supported at school have better educational outcomes.

Long is on Commission 1192, which develops recommendations for the expansion of inclusive civics and
history education requirements in Colorado. For educators to integrate LGBTQ+-inclusive curriculum, Long
said, they "have to stop teaching the way you were taught" and "actively seek authenticity."

The Equality Act would help with that mission, Arredondo said: "And for students, I think it also signals that
they can show up as their full selves."
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